AMERICA'S FAVORITE CITIES: THIS YEAR'S WINNERS
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From Mexico to the Mediterranean, T+L spotlights five of our favorite = — :

up-and-coming seaside retreats (plus 20 more), where the
dollar still goes far—and authentic experiences are well within reach.

Read on for our top picks from around the globe.

¢ MIMI LOMBARDO
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RO Dhawing the Laee 150 cent B the Miecifie Coaast oawn of
Mazatlin was o playground [or vacationing members of the German,

French, anel Mesican aristocn v, vl ook Ll resvilenee i the Clennron
Histdrico, or Ol Town, Its reputation as an elite hot spot continued
thireugh the carly 20th eentury: But in the G0, te city—justa el
Night from LA—hecame o popular port for craise ships. Soon after,
somithiern Calilorma—style steip malls aod Seftor Frog's restannants spaoi-
edl up along the Zona Doroda, o 12-mile soreteh of beach 153 minntes
north of the Cemrn Hiswineo, And the Neochssical mansions with
[6-[oon ceilings and wronght-ion baleonies—remnants of Maalin's
heyday —were abandoned and all bat orgoten, Lol now, that 1s,

he 202 aeres than madee up the Old Town ane experiencing
a renaissanee, with stylish cales, boutigues, and hotels opening on secm-
imgly every corner. Local Allvedo Gdines Rulyio jumge-streed the reviealiza-
ton m 1Y wath Pedvo v Loln flvafas, Consfrfwedn ond Cormneal; 52-600/
W2 258%: dmner for oo 90, 2 Nuevo Mexicono restaurant named afier
Mexican actor Pedro Infaoee aid frefers singer Lol Beltein, Howsed o
[ Syear-ald Neochesical buoilding, the former social cluls, which hosed
promiment dance pedormances inthe TP, serves regional dishes suclas
maleaiete (chunks of amackea beel with grilled nopales, onjons, and fesh
fanelr cheese) in a wood-beamed dintng room,

Sooralien arves diguel Roizand his Belgian wife, Helene van der Heiden,
opened Gnsa BEtrabon (00 Calle Sede Clama; 52- 6607 L3601 3%, casactulncon,
anix), aun st gallery s eralis shop, liside, Michoacin silaer necklives hang
alongidle colorful paintings by local resicddenia, More gallencs lolloweel, as
dlied a complete everhanl ol the nearby 18574 Teaoro .I'ii.l'.l.Eﬂl:'l Peralta [/ 024
Mok, Comustodrecnan; 52605 A 446; fratroangednfemila coned, an 34 ] =scat falian
Rt I"'\l"_..']l" I|||'.'I:Il'|' L\;I|L:lti|_||u'|!|-;.|ir ||ﬂll:;r!,",|||||.I:|:'i|1h'-l-'l1l_1|'|:'.|'||_1:11ﬁ-l_-h.
all of which helped punt the are back on Mexico's euliaral mag,

In 2007, Conchita Valades de Boccard created Casa Lueila (86 Calle
CMers sy S2-G00S D | N casaluceha e dodles frem 8285, Cel "Towm's
lirst sisssicle |1|I||Ili||||:|" beesteel, Bsvnile cspn e sines of 20 1O nahcluls fres
guented by Joln Wayne and Ernest Hemmpway, Overlooking Olas Alas
beach, the eiglt conwmporary rooms i outficed with eustone-meade ma-
hogany doors, Halon ceramic-tiled loors, amd local wood Tuemituee,
Aronarl the corner, Melville Suives [50 fde, Contitueadn: T2-600 0 982-8474;
hemelpalle, com; dsntles from £78) 5 more tradibonalz its o 19th-century former
ouernnery conwertedd oo 20 Lage sodes thi sre brismuning with haod-canoed
armioires and Mexican antiues

Jiveee Flores was aomanager a Denwver’s historie Broker Resiaurant for
[ yenrs before retnemng home lag January o belp open El Santo y Lo

nga (L3905 Nodno floe; 32-G6G57 9854124 dineer far fion 5781, Ol
Fowar™s newvest acddition, The pint-size seafood joint packs in locals night-
t:r. el conpee T vang dostaeilas winly tliilmﬂl,' |lt|IEIII:I:II-I.i'.I.' sl svescanelin,
“Wlzatlin has mrned oocormer Trom what ivwas A0 venrs ago,” says Flores,
"I an exchting time w be here” — ey seunrien
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